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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 June 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: Page 11, line 7 and page 12, line 11, "9" 
denotes different elements; page 11, line 8 and page 12, line 
11, the "fork" is designated by different numerals; and page 11, 
line 18 and page 12, line 24, "6" denotes different elements. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide 
proper antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 
CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608. 01 (o). Correction of the 
following is required: Proper antecedent basis for the 
recitation at lines 6-7 of claim 5 (and similarly claim 8) could 
not be found in the specification. Applicant is reminded claim 
terminology in mechanical cases should appear in the descriptive 
portion of the specification by reference to the drawing (s). 

3. Claims 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as containing subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor (s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention . 

Claim 5 recites a push-button 11 and functioning of the 
water saving device to release water upon actuation of the push- 
button. Claim 8 recites similar subject matter. There is 
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little, if any, clarifying description in the specification as 
to how the push-button performs the recited function. Page 12, 
lines 10-14 are noted, however, the operation discussed is not 
evident from the illustrations of Figs. 1-3, particularly with 
regard to the apparent movement of the handle 9. 

4. Claims 8, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 is ambiguous as attempting to embrace two different 
statutory classes of invention. The claim preamble recites a 
"method", but the body thereof injects product /apparatus 
structure and steps of using that structure. See MPEP 
2173. 05(p) (II). Claims 11 and 12 inject additional structure 
into the "method" . 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 

forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5, 6 and 8-11, as best understood, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walsh. 

The Walsh reference discloses a water-saving device 
comprising: a "single push-button" 35 (col. 3 Ins. 44-49); an 
overflow pipe 20 including a sealing disc/discharge valve 15,16; 
a float 19; and a variable, adjustable (col. 6 Ins. 1-6) weight 
36 including lower openings 38, as claimed. With regard to 
pressing the push-button a second time, note column 5, lines 44- 
66. 

7. Claims 5, 6 and 8-11, as best understood, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walsh and Ho. 

Re claim 5, although the lever 35 of the Walsh flush valve 
may not include a push-button, as applicant discloses, attention 
is directed to the Ho reference which discloses an analogous 
flush valve which further includes a lever 16 having a push- 
button 25. Therefore, in consideration of Ho, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the flush valve art to 
associate a push-button with the Walsh lever in order to enable 
flush mounting to a cistern cover. 

8. Claims 7 and 12, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walsh alone, or taken 
with Ho, as applied to claims 5 and 8 above, and further in view 
of Chang. 

The Walsh weight includes a deposit (Fig. 1) and an axial 
opening 37. 

Although the height adjustment of the Walsh float does not 
include a pivot and notches, as claimed, attention is directed 
to the Chang reference which discloses an analogous float 30 
which further includes a pivot 34 and notches 36. Therefore, in 
consideration of Chang, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the float art to associate a pivot and notches 
with the Walsh height adjustment in order to positively maintain 
a desired position. 

9. Applicant is referred to MPEP 714.02 and 608.01 (o) in 
responding to this Office action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be 
directed to Robert M. Fetsuga at telephone number 571/272-4886 
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who can be most easily reached Monday through Thursday. The 
Office central fax number is 571/273-8300. 



/Robert M. Fetsuga/ 
Robert M. Fetsuga 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 



